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Regulations on the Punishment of Counterrevolutionaries of the People’s Republic of China

Regulations on the Punishment of Counterrevolutionaries of
the People’s Republic of China

(Approved at the 11th meeting of the Central People’s
Government Committee on 20 February 1951, published by
the Central People’s Government on 21 February_1951)

Article 1: According to the provisions of Article 7 of the Chinese
Peoples Political Consultative Conference Common Programme,
In order to punish counterrevolutionary crimes, suppress
“counterrevolutionary activities and consolidate the democratic
dictatorship of the people, these Regulations are formulated.
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Article 2: All sorts of counterrevolutionary crimes that have
overturning the people’s democratic dictatorship or destroying the
people’s democratic cause as objective, will be punished according

to these Regulations. . . R

Article 3: Those collaborating with imperialist countries to betray
the motherland will be subject to the death penalty or lifelong
Imprisonment. |

Article 4: Those instigating, seducing or bribing civil servants,
members of the armed forces or the people’s militia to defect,
ringleaders or commanders will be subject to the death penalty or
Ifelong imprisonment. Others participating in instigating, seducing,
oribing or defecting, will be subject to imprisonment of 10 years or
ess; where the circumstances are grave, the punishment will be
neavier.

Article 5: Those heading conspiracy to assemble a mob, command it
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or others committing evil crimes will-be subjeet-to-the-death penalty;
other vigorous participants will be subject to imprisonment of five
years or more.

Article 6: Those conducting one of the following activities of spying
or supporting the enemy, will be subject to the death penalty or
lifelong imprisonment, where the circumstances are relatively light,
they will be subject to imprisonment of five years or more:

(1) those stealing or inquiring to State secrets or providing
intelligence for domestic or foreign enemies;

(2) those indicating targets for bombarding by enemy planes or
warships;

(3) those providing weapons, munitions or other m|I|tary materials to -

domestic or foreign enemies.

Article 7: Those participating in counterrevolutionary secret services
or espionage activities, where one of the following circumstances

IS present, will be subject to the death penalty or lifelong
Imprisonment; where circumstances are relatively light, they will be
subject to imprisonment of five years or more:

(1) those recelving dispatches or clandestine activities for domestic
of foreign enemies; |

(2) those organizing or participating in counterrevolutionary secret

- services or espioﬁage organizations after liberation;

(3) those having organiz‘edor led counterrevolutionary secret
services or espionage organizations before liberation, and other
grave criminals, that have not shown intent to expiate their crimes by
meritorious service after liberation; |

" (4) those having participated in counterrevolutionary secret services
or espionage organizations before liberation, and continue to
participate in cou nterrevolutlonary activities after liberation;
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(5) those continuing to participate in counterrevolutionary activities
after registryawith the People’s Government or giving themselves up;
(6) those continuing to contact with Céunterrevolutionary special
services and spies or conducting counterrevolutionary activities
after being released from People’s Government education.

Article 8: Those using feudal sects and societies to conduct
counterrevolutionary activities, will be subject to the death penalty
or lifelong imprisonment, where circumstances are relatively light,
they will be subject to imprisonment of three years or more.

Article 9: Those scheming or implementing the following acts

of destruction or murder with counterrevolutionary objectives,
will be subject to the death penalty or lifelong imprisonment;
where circumstances are relatively light, they will be subject to
imprisonment of five years.or more: .

(1) those plunderlng or destroying m|I|tary faC|I|t|es plants
mines, forests; farms, dikes, dams and Communloanons banks,

~warehouses, safety facilities or other important public and private

property; -

(2) these circulating drugs, disseminating bacteria or inducing major
disasters to humans, animals and plants through other means;

(3) those causing market disruption or destroying finance on the
Instruction of domestic or foreign enémies;

(4) those raiding, Killing or maiming civil servants or the people;

(5) those falsely using the name of military organs, democratic
parties or people’s organizations to counterfeit official documents
and certifications, to engage in counterrevolutionary activities. |

Article 10: Those committing one of the fbllowing acts of incitement
or agitation with counterrevolutionary objectives, will be subject
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to imprisonment of three years or-more;-where-the circumstances

be settled leniently, mitigation or exehnption from punishment may
be granted, taking the circumstances in consideration:

(1) those voluntarily giving themselves op to the Peoples
Government and repent sincerely;

(2) those sincerely repenting, 6efore or after being exposed or
reported and expiate their crime by meritorious service,

(3) those forced or cheated by counterrevolutionaries, and have not
volunteered,; : _
(4) those of which counterrevolutionary crimes before liberation
where not at all grave, and that have repent and reformed after
liberation, and have severed connection with counterrevolutionary
organizations.

Article 15: All those committing multiple kinds of crimes, apart from
being subject to the death penalty or lifelong infringement, shall be

e SLID | ECH lower-than the total punishment sum®and higher than the

highest individual crime, taking circumstances into consideration.

Article 16: All those committing crimes not specially' provi\ded“for

In these Regulations with counterrevolutionary objectives, must gl
be punished in the light of a similar Cr|m|nal category in these
Regulations. =

Article 17: Those committing crimes listed in these Regulations,
must be deprived of their political rights, and their complete or a
part of their property must be confiscated.

Article 18: For CounterreVqutionary crimes committed before
the implementation of these Rggulations, the provisions of these
Regulations apply as well.

_Article 19: Any person has the power to expose or inform People’s

are grave, they will be subject to the death penalty or lifelong
Imprisonment:

(1) those inciting mass resistance, destroying the implementation
of People’s Government grain taxation, tax collection, custodians,
military service and other decrees;
(2) those sowing dissent within the unity of all ethnicities,
all democratic classes, all democratic parties, all people’s
organizations and between the People and Government;
(3) those conducting counterrevolutionary propaganda agitation,
fabricating and disseminating rumours.

. _
Article 11: Those illegally crossing the national border for
counterrevolutionary objectives, will be subject to an imprisonment
of five years or more, lifelong imprisonment or the death penalty.

Article 12: Those gathering mobs to break into jails and rescue
prisoners, or inciting prison escapes, organizers and ringleaders
will be subject to the death 'penalty-or lifelong imprisonment; other
vigorous participants will be subject to imprisonment of.three.years
or more.

Article 13: Those harbouring or sheltering counterrevolutionary

criminals, will be subject to imprisonment of ten years or less; where.

circumstances are grave, they will be subject to imprisonment of ten
years or more, lifelong imprisonment or the death penalty.

Article 14: Those committing a crime as listed in these Regulations,

where one of the following circumstances is present, the case must

Governments of counterrevolutionary activities, but they may not
bring false accusations out of grudge.

Article 20: Those committing crimes listed in these Regulations
during the period of military control, will be tried by military counts
established by all localities’” military region headquarters, military
control committees or anti-banditism command organs, in the light
of these Regulations.

Article 21: These Regulations take effect on the day of People’s
Go.vernment Committee approval and publication.
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Chinese Communist Party Central Committee releases Third National Public Security Conference’s e
notice on the “resolution to issues of organizing national Laogai prisoners.”
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To e\i'e'FY'E‘éiitrarbureaurevery-mﬂitary_district,___agﬁq | prisoners, there should five levels that split the responsibility,
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engaging in labor reform, we should all be using military
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transfer branch, province, city, and district party

committees, prefectural and county committees, local
military districts, every level within the public security
bureau, and every level of the people’s government at or
above the county party group:

Below is the Third National Public Security Conference’s
resolution to issues of organizing national Laogai
prisoners. The Central Committee approved this
resolution; please implement it.

Chinese Communist Party Central Committee

May 22nd

Resolution to issues of organizing national Laogai prisoners
(Passed at the Third National Public Security Conference on May
15, 1951)

Currently, the.number of counterrevolutionary prisoners and
common criminals in custody throughout China exceeds one
million; this is a large labor force. In the hopes of reforming

- these criminals, of eaeing the pressures placed on prisons, and
of not allowing sentenced prisoners to have free lunch, we must
abide by the principle of combining punishment and reformation
together, adapt to the needs of building up the country, .

. Immediately develop a comprehensive plan, and organize
Laogai camps. All inmates have been given labor sentences
therefore they shall be forced to participate. The specific
pﬂ(ogra ms are as foIIows |
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1) Regardlng the organization and managemeht of Laogali

the county, agency, province, large-administrative _reg|on and

central levels.
2) Laogai Detachments should be based upon length of
sentence, and divided as such:
a. Prisoners sentenced to five years or more should be placed
Into a Laogai Brigade. Give management responsibility to
governments at the provincial level or higher. In accordance
with the needs of building the nation, these brigades should be
ready at anytime to engage in large-scale production projects
liIke water conservancy, road construction, land reclamation,
and mining.
b. Prisoners sentenced to two to five years should be managed
by agencies. However when necessary, prisoners maybe loaned
to governments at the provincial level or higher.
c. Prisoners sentenced to more than one year, but less than
two, should be required to labor in his/her city or county. They
should not be relocated to distant places, as this would be a
waste of resources. | |
d. Prisoners sentenced to less than one year can be managed
by the local people, only if the local people and the plaintiff
agree to this condition. These prisoners will engage in public
works or be contract farmers and perform odd jobs for
prisoners’ dependents and/or local widows, orphans, and
elderly. These sorts of prisoners should be self-reliant and not
given prison rations.
3) The above production teams should be prepared according to
" the circumstances and needs of the production for which they
are engaged in. Production teams at the prefecture level and
above can be formed with one hundred people and with a team
leader and instructor. One thousand people make up a brigade
wit}ﬂ a brigade leader and instructor. For all the prisoners

-

methods of control and forced labor. All prisoners should be
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absolutely obedient and not be defiant.
4) Labor reform team cadres at the agency level or higher

should allocate three to five percent of the total number of
prisoners to each level of the party. These departments can use
disabled troops and local public security cadres as its backbone
and absorb a portion of old and new intellectuals. When it
comes to receiving supplies, Laogai cadres should be treated

as well as military cadres, and armed guard teams should well
prepared and assigned for every hundred prisoners. It is up to

local military o
5) Regarding c
a. ‘Regarding t

Istricts to offer such provisions.
ividing Laogai detachments and related costs:
nose prisoners under the purview of the CCP

Central Committee plan, 230,000 are designed for water
conservancy, 50,000 for railway engineering, 60,000 for

tin, tungsten, and ore production, totaling 340,000. The

planning department, in cooperation with local administrative

regions and provincial governments, should be in charge of

implementing alf of the aforeme_niioned construction projects.

This type of Laogai Detachment’s primary objective is to replace
the migrant workers. Each department should give funding

originally designed for migrant workers to authorities in charge
of the Laogai, thus the Central Party will no longer have to

~provide funding for the Laogai.
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The Chinese Communist Party Central Committee’s directive to every province and municipality -
< :
: 1) The Elimination of Counterrevolutionaries Movement will expose some
' counterrevolutionaries, but they eannot be arrested nor can they be sentenced.
ToEaa . Eoe . Releasing them will only increase the number of unemployed counterrevolutionaries
‘ : and other bad elements; we must handle this situation preperly. In order to
e o 2 ) appropriately resolve this problem, the Central Committee has decided to adopt
s ke e ﬁEEEigﬁﬁg;ﬂggﬁgfﬁgiff“mﬁ"@ﬁ the method of reeducation through labor. We must gather these people together,
- _“1 A 42 : ° - have them sent to the places appointed by the State, organize them into production
> S - & T ) VAYAL LB S M. T RMAAESEE K. EAEE 5K 4 teams to labor for the State, make them self-reliant, and |mplement political and
1 s Fo &4, WHRINE FEE RS — SRR H R
FHBSFPAIER IR UL, FHAFIBNES. TARERLOAST, & ideological reform. :
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& ok
= S et o s R e e S T 2) The people subjec;ted to reeducatlon through labor are the
- T - EARREASE RSN EIE LS, counterrevolutionaries, who have been revealed and must be dlsc:lpllned as a result
Y A LYARMALHMREG S FREMERST, BERTE of their crimes. Although the other evildoers’ crimes are minor in nature and thus
L MRE, ATERAMSXARE, ki, KRR s cannot be disciplined, they also must be subjected to reeducation through labor«"
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=, BEHEFNST, NYURBEHRNE —EREE s 4) Each province and municipality should immediately start to prepare and set up a
o WRATERLTNRERSTARS T, UREARER considerable sized reeducation through labor institution.
S BOREBABEH, BB AEREHERN LGRS T .
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: - ﬁﬁ@;m; I 2 Excerpts from The Reeducation Through Labor Handbook, pages 29-30, by
98 T, REZHEMLT (Rts EREHSTHORE, LR ' _ Ministry of Justice’s Bureau of Reform Through Labor. December 1987. The
BRPERE  REIERTEARNBHLSA. B book is marked “Confidential.” "
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Mao Zedong proclaimed “When criminals are given -

a life sentence, they leave their homes, and all
across the country groups of them work to construct
roads, dam rivers, reclaim wasteland, build homes,
and engage in other manufacturing industries ...
This is how the Soviets used to deal with many of
their criminals”. The CCP decided that, “With the
supervision of the military, all prisoners who are able
to work should be forced to labour. All criminals must
obey without objection”

Propaganda posters praised the Laogai: “In the
reform-through-labour system, those guilty of having
counterrevolutionary thoughts can fulfill China’s need
for developed industrial production ...With the hands
of prisoner labour, we can develop'China’s industry”

Prisoners are forced to work long hours under
extremely dangerous conditions. Medical care is
rarely provided, so inju}ies often lead to permanent
disability or even death.
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Laodong Jiaoyang (Laojiao) Reeducation Through Labor
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Chinese State Council’s Decision Regarding the Laojiao
Problem

(Approved on August 1, 1957 by the 78th Standing
Committee meeting of the National People’s Congress,
promulgated on August 3rd by the State Council.
Republished in 1980.)
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It also-helps them settle down and get jobs. People receiving
reeducation through fabor should be paid based on the fruits of
their labor. Part of their wages may be withheld to suppoft their
families or as a reserve fund for themselves to settle down and
pursue an occupation.

People undergoing reeducation through labor must observe

‘-*--—--_

the rules set by the organlzatlorrm—charge—ef ~their reeﬂuc:alLon..____ot_g[ units to which they belong or by thelr parents or guardlans

According to Article 100 of the Constitution of the People S
Republic of China, the following decisions are in reference

to reeducation through labor for the reformation of idle able-
bodied “criminals” into people who earn their own living.
These decisions strengthen social order and enhance socialist
construction:

1. The following categories of people should be reeducated
through labor:

A.
or have committed theft, swindling, and so forth, but whose
behavior is not serious enough for criminal prosecution; and
people who violate public security administration and refuse to
mend their ways despite repeated admonitions;

B. Counterrevolutionaries and anti-socialist reactionaries, whose
crimes are minor and not subject to criminal prosecution, and
who have been dismissed by government offices, organizations,
enterprises, schools, or other units and have no way to make a
living; |

- C. People in government offices, organizations, enterprises,
schools, and other units, who are able but have refused to work
for a long time, or who'are dismissed because they broke the

| rules and jeopardize social order and thus have no way to make

TR EE 3 living; -

* D. People who disobey work assignments and arrangements
for employment, or who ignore advice to engage in labor and
production, yet willfully keep ‘making trouble, jeopardize public
affalrs and refuse to change despite repeated admonitions.

-—i—-—Q—-R—%&d—UC&LIQElthLO_Ugh,[a bor forces-those who are to be

reeducated through labor to undergo education and reform;

—_
-

People with no decent occupation, who behave like hoodlums.

Those who violate these rules should be disciplined, and those
who commit crimes should be punished according to the law. In
their education and administration, it is necessary to adopt the
method of combining productive labor with political education.
It is also necessary to lay down the rules that they must
observe to help them foster the idea that it is honorable to be
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patriotic and law-abiding and to learn productive skills, form
proper work habits, and turn themselves into workers who earn

their own living by participating in socialist construction.

3. Requests can be made forihose who need to receive
reeducation through labor by civil affairs and public security
departments, the offices, organizations, enterprises, schools, or

These requests need to be approved by the People’s Council of
a province, autonomous region, municipality, or by authorized
organizations. '

4. During reeducation through labor, those who do well and
qualify for jobs may get jobs elsewhere with the approval of the
organization in charge of their reeducation. The organization in
charge of the reeducation through labor may also approve the
request of the trainees’ original units or trainees’ parents or
guardians to take them back for further education.

5. Organizations in charge of reeducation through labor will be
established at the level of the province, autonomous region,
or municipality, or with the approval of the People’s Council
of a province, autonomous region, or municipality. Civil affairs

.and public security departments are jointly responsible for the

leadership and administration of the organizations in charge of
reeducation through labor.
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Original Records of Anhui’s Special Cases
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The original records of the special cases of “cannibalism” communities, the majority of perpetrators were laborers

in Anhui Province during the Great Leap Forward. Yin and some members of the four black elements (landlords,
Shusheng was the former Anhui Province Public Security wealthy, counterrevolutionaries, and bad elements).
" BureauDeputy Director. In October 2009, he published According to the Bengbu Prefecture survey of 819

an article in China’s monthly publ'ié_a-iiaﬁ?fﬁh"hiiang"“ ——perpetrators, 59 were landlords, wealthy elements, and -
Chungqiu. In it he describes in detail the disastrous “Great historical hooligans; 49 were enemy officers and soldiers
Famine” that followed the Party supported “Great Leap of fortune; 19 were students; and 764 were farmers. Given
Forward Movement” of 1958. Records show that 4 million the nature and circumstance of the crime, according to

t' g people starved to death in Anhui Province, and among the survey of 1,144 cases, there were 36 cases of people

> these deaths were 1,289 cases of cannibalism. being sold as food and the remaining 1,108 cases were

of people being cannibalized. These cases were generally
The people of Anhui Province suffered greatly during the “Great  regarded as politically damaging cases and the party

L F i e R

Leap Forward”. More than 40 million people starved to death member in charge of the public security department
(this is not speculation, there are records), the occurrence of would take direct control and identified a contact person >, _ _
cannibalism was not surprising (many people ate corpses). to handle it. In handling these cases, the scope was e pror B R |
On April 23, 1961, Anhui Province’s Public Security Bureau ~ too broad, very strict, and the vast majority of arrests, R \F T G
sent a report to the provincial cadre, the subject was: “Report detainment, and reeducation through labor sentences RN = e e ;
Regarding the Occurrence of Special Cases”. The report states:  were the result of pre-existing conflicts that escalated into In 1958, Fengyang County had a total of 402,700 residents.
“Starting from 1959 there have been a total of 1,289 cases, 302 criticism sessions. Thus expanding the fighting. Of the 1,289 In 1961 the population decreased to 245,262, which was
cases in 9 counties from Fuyang Prefecture; 721 cases in 15 perpetrators in the province, 136 were arrested, 153 were 157,438 less residents than in 1958 or a 39% decrease. 2,404
counties from Bengbu Prefecture; 55 cases in 3 counties from  sentenced to reeducation through labor, 881 were detained, and Nouseholds wiped out, 27 villages disappeared, 1,580 people
Wuhu Prefecture: 8 cases in 5 counties from Liuan Prefecture; 2 were given suspended death sentences: together accounting ~ Widowed, and 3,304 children orphaned. |
2 cases in 2 counties from Anging Prefecture; and 201 cases in  for 90.9% of the perpetrators in-this province. After these people™ - s |
3 counties from Hefei City. The majority of the cases occurred  were arrested and detained, due to their already weakened Why would such a thing happen?-It was.because during the
between the winter of 1959 and the spring of 1960. There were  bodies, some of them also became infected with a variety of Great Leap Forward, Fengyang County’s Party Secretary Zhao
30 special cases in Yicheng County, 28 of which happened diseases. After entering the Laogai or Laojiao, a great number  Yushu, utilized authoritarian methods to brutally crackdown
between October 1959 and February 1960. There were 619 of prisoners died due to poor care, and being overworked:; in a on his people. Out of a 400,000 population, he ordered public
special cases in Fengyang County and 10 other counties of several places the mortality rate was as high as 70%. Provincial . S€curity organs to arrest and-detain 3,154 people, placed 1,400

.~ Bangbu Prefecture, 512 cases occurred the first quarter, 105 public security bureaus have instructed public security organs people under surveillance‘, criticized over 2,000 people and

3 £ cases in the second, 2 cases in the third quarter, there were a to thoroughly process similar cases. The processing principle attacked 366 so-called counterrevolutionaries.
| " few cases in the fourth guarter, but the number was too small to -was: members of the four black elements, who purposefully tried .
=  report. During this year’s first quarter there were only 10 cases influence politics, as well as murderers or those who sold bodies By. Yin Shusheng
oo in 8 counties: Xiao County, Dangshan County, Jiashan County, for consumption, should be dealt with severely. The rest should
ke Dingyuan County, Feixi County, Cao County and Si County. be scolded and then released.” '

More than 50% of these cases happened in three types of J

- - — - - *
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REGULATIONS OFTHE CCP CENTRAL COMMITTEE ANDTHE STATE COUNCIL FOR STRENGTHENING

OF PUBLIC SECURITY WORK IN THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION

The great proletarian Cultural Revolution is a
movement for promoting extensive democracy
under the ideals of Maoism and proletarian
dictatorship. It has aroused the revolutionary
activism of the masses. Without the dictatorship
of the proletariat, extensive democracy would be
Impossible to enforce. Public security organs are
important to the dictatorship of the proletariat.
They must adopt appropriate measures to
strengthen the dictatorship against the enemy,
safeguard the people’s democratic rights, and
protect the full and frank airing of views, large-

revolutionary experience. For this purpose it is
spemally prowded that:

(1) In the case of counterrevolutionaries for
whom conclusive evidence proves they have
committed manslaughter or arson, spread
poison, created traffic accidents, carried out
persecuytion, attacked prisons or organs in
control of prisoners, communicated with foreign
countries, stolen states secrets or carried out
subversive activities, they should be punished
by law.

(2) Itis a counterrevolutionary deed to

i' "

send counterrevetutionary-anonymous

_ by law.

o
(3) The revolutionary masses and their

organizations as well as the Left are protected,
and armed struggle is strictly banned. It is
unlawful to attack the revolutionary mass '
organizations or to assault or detain the
revolutionary masses. Generally, culprits are
criticized, repudiated, and educated by the Party
leadership, the government, and revolutionary
mass organizations. Regarding leading
offenders, assailants who have committed
serious offenses, and those manipulating things
from behind the scenes, they must be punished
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letters, to post or distribute secretly or openly
counterrevolutionary handbills, to write or shout
reactionary slogans, or to attack or vilify the
great Chairman Mao and his close comrade-in-
arms, Comrade Lin Piao. Such deeds should be
punished by law.
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Ten Thousand Rally in Shanghai for a Public Trial of the Crlmmals Damaging

the Great Cultural Revolution
(September 21, 1967)

Striking down the class enemies for their destructive activities and
highlighting the power of the proletarian dictatorship
Fourteen criminals are executed or sentenced to imprisonment

A public trial during the Cultural Revolution is generally held liy the Martial
Law Commission or Revolutionary Committee. The trial is usually combined

-have served their sentences but are kept on the

(4) “Regarding landlords, rich peasants,
counterrevolutionaries, bad elements, Rightists;
persons for reform through labor; persons who

revolutionary masses—conduct a timely
investigation, and if needed, deal with them
according to cbnditions.

(6) If the personnel of the Party, government
military, and public security organs distort
the above provisions and fabricate facts to _
suppress the revolutionary masses, they must
be punished by law.

farms (factories; reactionary hardcore elements
of the Party and the CYL; intermediate and
minor leaders of reactionary religious sects and
professional religious personnel; members of
the enemy and puppet army (above the rank

of company commander), government (above
the rank of pao chief), police (above the rank
of sergeant-major), gendarme and secret
service; persons sentenced to reform through
labor who have served their sentences but

are unsatisfactorily reformed; profiteers; and
family dependents of counterrevolutionaries

The-above regulations must be publicized
among the broad masses, and the revolutionary
masses must be called on to assist and

_supervise the public securitysorgans in carrying
out their duties to uphold revolutionary order
and ensure public security organ personnel can
carry out their duties as usual.

who have been killed, imprisoned, placed under : . i | -~

These regulations may be extensively posted
In the cities and the countryside.

surveillance or escaped that still cling to their
reactionary stand, they are as a rule forbidden
from exchanging revolutionary experiences,
changing names, or sneaking into revolutionary
mass organizations with a fabricated history.
Nor are they allowed to manipulate or agitate
people from behind the scenes or to set up their
own organizations. If these elements commit
subversive acts, they must be severely punished
by law.

The Central COmmlttee of the Chinese
Communist Party
The State Council
January 13, 1967
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democracy or other means to disseminate 3 el
reactionary utterances, they are generally
subject to struggle by the revolutionary
masses. In serious cases, the public security
departments must—in concert with the
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with a struggle session. The criminals are brought to a public location by
uncovered trucks, and each of the criminals has a sign hung around his neck

- on which the criminal’s name and crime are written. The sentences are very
often decided before the actual trial, so it is more for creating fear among the
onlookers than for legal procedure. ~Translator’s Notes. |
The pictures to the left are the mug shots of eight of the fourteen criminal.
Thelr crimes and penalties are respectively:
(plctures in the upper row, from left to right)
- Qu Hongfa, chlef criminal of a gang rape, death penalty, immediate execution.
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Strengthen Public Security; Reform and Survey Five Black Elements Notice of ‘Five Black Classes’ Cap-wearing Member s - B

“1970 was the year of military control in China. The military organs implemented a special military - In 1956, the Sub-county Commission approved that Zhen Zechun of the 5th.brigade
control method over China and the government institutions, which entailed placing public security of the Matou commune should be monitored and categorized as a rich peasant.
organs, the procuratorate, and the court system under military control. This documentis from Anhui ; After this public review, it has been decided that Zhen sho'ul'd be forced to wear
Province’s Xiangyang District’s Public Security Bureau, military controlled courts and revolutionary ~acap since he was identified as a rich peasant.

committee. It is a joint report stating the establishment of public security organizations and the ‘ Revolutionary committee of Li County, March 22, 1973

increased efforts to reform and survey members of the five black elements.

.
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Mllltary control 1970 No2l ——m—————
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To every police station, commune, factory, and farm: 333 EEHNE WY  AF. E—AEOFERE T, BEAF

Notice regarding public security committee members filling out a
registration report

In accordance with our great leader Chairman Mao’s teachings,

ﬁ _IE *E “the proletariat authoritarian government is the people’s

| authoritarian government”. Following the development in our
o RILAD - struggle sessions against our enemies, we must put forth a
EXE+4EE s JIR I MigS o | new requirement for our public security and reform through
' surveillance work. The masses should keep each member of the
five black elements under surveillance to effectively grasp the
members’ thoughts, report if they are being good or bad, and
get them to reform.

TL. r’f

Classification Documents
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Examination Notice of a ‘Five Black Classes’ Member
The landlord ChenXX, belonging to the second brigade of the Guandou
commune, was identified as a landlord in 1955. In 1970, after public

Even now, the IocatiOhs where public security and reform - | dlscussmn durlng the annual review, this landlord was approved to be
through surveillance organizations have not been established, areserve commune member. - S & '

they must be set up by the end of October. Practically speaking, Matou People’s Commune, March 11th, 1971

to be effective in reforming through surveillance, we must

regularly report our enemy’s social conditions and developments

to the party and the higher leveled government organs to truly

be an effective method of surveillance.
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October 16, 1970

Xiangyang District, Huainan City, Anhui Province

Revolutionary Committee’s People Protection Group

People’s Liberation Army Xiangyang District, Huainan

Cjty’s Military Controlled Public Security Court Branch
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CCPCCand State Council: Approval andTransmission ofthe Reporton Fulfillingthe Work of Reeducation
through Labor by the Ministry of Public Security

thes [1980) 6735374t

(Zhongfa [1980] Document No. 67)

The Party Committees and People’s Governments of Each Pr'c'>vince, Municipality and Autonomous Region, the Party Committees of
each Greater and Provincial Military Region, each Field Army, the Party Leadership Groups of each Central ministry and commission
and each ministry and commission of the state organs, the Party Committees of each General Department of the Military
Commission and each Branch of the Armed Forces, and the Party Leadership Group of each People’s organization:

(Excerpt)

Hereby the Report on Fulfilling the Work of Reeducation through Labor by the Ministry of Public Security is transmrtted to you.
Please study it conscientiously and implement it thoroughly.

While we focus on economic construction, we must remain highly vigilant about the class struggle which exists within a certain
scope In our society... It needs to be treated as a long term task to ... strengthen and improve the management of reeducation
through Iabor augment the ideological and polrtroal educatron and fulfill the work of reeducation through labor. .
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The Chinese Communist Party Central Commlﬁee
~ The State.Council
September 14, 1980
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FAR IS EN2E TIERIERS Report on Fulfilling the Work of Reeducation through Labor

The Party Central Committee and the State Council:

(Excerpt)

TRATERAGT EET— ER(TeERSE For a while last year, the security situation in cities was not quite good... One of the reasons for this is that we failed to make
full use of reeducatiop through labor and lock up those who should have been locked up for reeducation through labor... This

FEx , ZW S HZH SHCE ; IXFhE B EET v T . : ; e s : ,
%@%EIJWE x{;iglgﬁ:i iﬁtﬂ’]/\l&eﬁ_ﬂ% RERER phenomenon is indispensable with the fact that class struggle still exists within certain quarters in our country. ...
5 l__ ) | = S . y
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.. Currently, there are a total of 167,000 persons subject to reeducation through labor all over the country (including 30,000
subject to forced labor and 25,000 subject to custodial interrogation). It is estimated that the number of newly recruited Laojiao
inmates could reach as high as 200,000 this year. There are now a total of 531 Laojiao facilities throughout China (among which
279 are for custodial interrogation) and the maximum capacity is 180, OOO Therefore the greatest majority of the newly recruited
Laojiao inamtes this year will not have a settlement place. .
X, ARBUFHRHR . \

Now there are 11,000 Laojiao cadres. Based upon the 15% ratio that is generally needed to manage the 400,000 Laojiao
IR mmates, there is still a shortage of 50,000 Cadree. Adding to the shortage of 46,000 cadres for the Laogai work, the total shortfall
—HJ\OE/\BT, of cadres reaches 96,000. ... - ¥
For the time being, all the Laojiao units in the country have 2,000 armed guards from the People’s Liberation Army. Based upon

a 5% matching ratio for 400,000 Laojiao inmates, there is a shortage of 20,000 armed guards. Adding to a shortage of 30,000

" armed guards for Laogai camps, the total shortfall stands at 50,000. ...
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Ministry of Public Security
August 9, 1980
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Kung Pin-Mei Counterrevolutionary Clique operating under the guise of a religious institution % -

EHEMEE (RESH TREHAISEINRES TRERESMHER) $8-95 , 19574108
AZZEBPEBRR, ERITARIIR 195 SR TAL, H L. SRS R RS
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This is an excerpt from the Exhibition of Incriminating Evidence against
Counterrevolutionaries and Other Criminals, which was compiled and printed for internal
use by the Ministry of Public Security in October 1957. This material contains a massive

7 mEmwx g ;
HI IR ik amount of “counterrevolutionary criminal evidende” against Kung Pin-Mei - the Bishop for
o “”ﬁﬁf‘“ 3w o k
. g B T % % the Shanghai, Suzhou, and Nanjing parishes - and-others who were labeled as being part of
- 4 M AR HE MR R e R
S cEsilcy o B % __acounterrévolutionary Cllque in 1955. The excerpts are as follows:
o 1 s o o - - R IR
Eai ke ww N M e Kung Pin-Mei Counterrevolutlonar Cliqgue cottuded with the French imperialist Fernand
P Exammo L %S ZE IR S
T msav xu g M g Lacretelle to conduct reactionary actions to sabotage the Land Reform Movement, and
% W AR B - i { A ' ' 4
%o % Bimx aL % | threatened the peasant followers to “not participate in the struggle against landlords.
PRGN ik cxnt EE
ax. ﬁg f#ﬁg 2% g% a 3 . . i“ 2 | . .
hEE ABE R K The Kung Pin-Mei Counterrevolutionary Clique sabotaged the “Campaign to Resist America
v 8 moE G by : ] P ; :
R o i%ggg = and Support North Korea”. Kung Pin-Mei stated that, “it is unforgivable to engage in an
B mE —KEAM M _ _ _ -
3 ﬁ _.g,fgg %% unjust war under the pretext of defending the nation.
‘ e Ml *®

Kung Pin-Mel slandered socialist ideology by saying it was a “bloody ideology.” This group
also sabotaged the government’s plan for grain
supply chain. According to the confession, in addition

to the 2,000 kilograms of rice stored at Xujiahui Seminary, they hoarded more than 8,000 kilogf‘ams of rice.
Kung Pin-Mei harbored and sheltered counterrevolutionaries such as the Chinese Nationalist spy Deng Jiajun in a church.

Kung Pin-Mei colluded with and sheltered the Belgian imperialist spy Alain DeTerwagne while his was gathering intelligence. The French imperialist spy George Germain was
_;the mastermind behind Kung Pin-Mei’'s counterrevolutionary activities. .

Kung Pin-Mei spent 30 years in Chinese prisons for defying attempts by the CCP to exert state control over Roman Catholics. Arrested five years earlier,

Kung was given a life sentenced in 1960, charged with being the leader of a counterrevolutionary clique. In July 1985, he was released on probation, but

kept under house arrest until 1988 when authorities, under pressure from the international community, finally agreed to give him full freedom. Kung left

Chma for the U.S. in 1988 for medical treatment and stayed there until his death in 2000.
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In 1957, the CCP Central Committee and the State Council drafted these two
documents, “The Standard in Categorizing the Rightists” and “Handling the Rightists”.
InJuly 1957, Mao Zedong introduced two principles for handling Rightists in Qingdao;

the first, “we have to draft a Laojiao law, that allows us to force all Rightists, except
the famous ones, to undergo reeducation through labor.” Hence, “The Instructions

of Laojiao”, focused on tackling the Rightists.

FARTEERFRCA SHEFREREEPNAIRD FEERAINHEE

“Instructions in Handling Rightists Found Among Civil Servants and Students”
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Passed at the 96th State Council Meeting. have their stipends reduced.
The State Council of the People’s Republic of ;

China
(Excerpts)

1) Rightists working in the government

Category 1: Rightists who have committed serious category 1 above) .
crimes and have bad attitudes should undergo

reeducation through labor

Category 2: Rightists who have committed less serious reeducation-through labor (equivalent to category 2
crimes or have the proper attitude should be relocated above)
to rural villages or forced to labor under supervision on

farms

Category 3: Similar with the first two categories, but are  have a good attitude may stay at school, but be placed
well educated Rightists who have special skills that are  under surveillance (equivalent with categories 3 and 4
essential to certain fields of work or who are elderly, above) | .
frail, and unable to labor should be laid off from their January 29, 1958
original position, be placed under observation, and -
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The CCP Central Committee’s Notice regarding “The Standard in Categorizing the Rightists” e £

SR, 84, 1. BIEEER, ﬂ%%ﬂé%ﬁﬁ PEEE, @R  (6) APELATRTHNERS FHES , HRIE , BIER , AR
HEIER , AEUASD (L TRERSEERFRNEAS ) EEGEGINE, e
i o o
i 19574108158 (=) BMIBEKZ—EREISEEDF
(1) BREHHOETOR. BEAT. TROTIERAT.
BINERD FAEE (2) RHRERHEEHRNMENEER  IBESWEEERNS
(—) A=, TEBRTIIMES  BEIRETRSF - F.
(1) REHTEESHE. (3) ETRERMEEHTISINES. BRIERES
= 4 N(2) REHEERSARE, (4)TEEL—A& tRAR ; EiE EFEWERFW TRENE
b3 (3) REHENAERRE AT EEL, B4

" To the Shanghai Bureau, all E) Organizes and participates
provincial, municipal, and in anti-socialist or anti-communist
autonomous regions’ party activities F) Providing suggestions,

- committees, central ministries, - being in contact with, passing
commissions, state run party . intelligence to or sharing revolutionary
committees, and the general organization secrets with criminals
political department (this notice mentioned above.
may be distributed to county- ' | .’
level party committees and to 2) One should be classified as Rightist
equivalent county-level party ~ if he fits any of the following criteria:
organizations): A) Is an aspiring leader, mastermind,

T3 s or core member in the Rightists’
CCP Central Committee movement 'S

The S'ta‘hdard i'n Categorizing'th‘e actively advocate for and spread these
'Rightists” | ideas | \

__destroy this harmonious country.

October 15, 1957 B) Those that S'ring up anti-party or
' anti-socialist opinions, or those who

C) Are resolutef'mem bers of anti-party. *

1) One should be classified as or anti-socialist activities g

a Rightist |f he says or does the - D) Those who have always been anti-

following: | communist and anti-proletariat and
A) Is opposed to Socialism are proactive in reactionary activities

B) Is opposed to the proletarian during this right-wing attack.

dictatorship, and democratic Centrlsm
(Marxist-Leninist).
C) Is against the dominance of CCP
In the nation’s political arena
D) Is using anti-socialist and anti- -
communist party sentiment to try to -

—-‘h -—-’

_..—-ﬁ----—-L—u-—--.-.—-_ .-:

2) Rightists among students in higher education
iInstitutions:

Rightists who have committed serious crimes and have
bad attitudes should retain their student status, but be
@ i sent to labor in rural villages or farms. (equivalent to

Rightists who have committed a particularly serious .
crime should be expelled from school and undergo

L)

Rightists who-have committed serious crimes, but
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We have included several documents and files about the CCP Laogali situation in our archives. It allows our visitors to
understand CCP’s techniques and goals on the problem of Laogai chronologically, systematically, and fundamentally.

The focuses of our wide collections vary from the Laogai system to the products of Laogai factories, from religious

oppression to ethni

c ruling policies, from One Child Policy to capital punishment and organ transplantation, from

internet censorship to other human rights violations....

The information that we have collected in the past twenty years are still minimal comparing to the big topic of Laogali,

a political and humnr
selections, includir
of the laogai prisor
data from local cou

Our collections are

an rights issue that involves millions of lives. However we are constantly updating and enriching our
g but not exclusively video materials, documents of the CCP in different levels, the daily commodities
ers, products of the laogai factories, information about Laogai victims, publications on laogai issues,
nties, prisons, and prison enterprises.

very precious: while our founder, Mr. Harry Wu, risked his life to collect some of them; the others

were either donated by the Laogai survivors (and their relatives), or bought and transported from China.

We hope our collections can leave the visitors a preliminary yet thorough impression of the Laogai situation.
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“The large group of convicted criminals is an enormous labor force. In the hopes of reforming
these criminals, of easing the pressures placed on prisons, and of not allowing sentenced
prisoners to have free lunch, we must immediately begin to organize the Laogai system. ©
—-The highest authority of CCP, Mao Zedong, “The Third National Public Security Meeting” (May
1:5,54951)

Quoted from “Comrade Mao’s Comments on Class Struggle, Dictatorship, and Public Security”
pg. 86. (Public Security Bureau, A<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>